Psychology 20 - Social Psychology
Instructor
Catherine A. Sanderson

Merrill 325, 542-2438, casanderson@amherst.edu

Office Hours:  Monday 1:30 to 2:30, Tuesday 11 to 12, Wednesday 10:30 to 11:30

Description
Social psychology examines the ways in which individuals' attitudes, thoughts, and behavior are influenced by factors in the social environment.  These factors can include the presence of others, the real and perceived attitudes and behaviors of others, and interactions with others.  This course will examine a number of topics with real-world implications, including aggression, altruism, interpersonal attraction and close relationships, prejudice and stereotypes, and persuasion.

Materials
This course will use two sets of materials:  a textbook (Social Psychology, by Catherine A. Sanderson), which is available at Amherst Books (and on reserve in the Science Library), and a course reader, which is available electronically through the library homepage (under My Course Reserves).  The articles in the course reader will be discussed in class and included on exams, and I strongly recommend printing out the articles and bringing them to class.     
Requirements
There will be two papers, a midterm exam, and a non-cumulative final exam.  Both of the exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  The writing assignments will be described in more detail later, but will consist of one lab report and one research proposal (each approximately 5 to 7 pages).  Each of these assignments will be worth 25% of your final grade.  

The dates for exams and papers are listed on the syllabus.  Given this advanced warning, it is expected that you will be able to complete these assignments on time: if you anticipate any conflicts (e.g., athletic events, workload in other classes, job interviews), feel free to turn in either of the papers as early as you would like to avoid such conflicts.  No extensions for any reason will be given without a note from the Dean.  

Honor Code

I expect that each student will complete all course assignments in an honorable way.  Students should neither give nor receive any type of assistance (including from other students, course materials, class notes) during the exams, and should complete both papers independently.  I take academic dishonesty (including plagiarism and cheating) very seriously, and will take every step to detect and report such events to the Discipline Committee.  

Date

Topic
Reading Assignment
1/26 
Introduction
Chapter 1 

1/31
Research methods
Chapter 2;  Jordan & Zanna

2/2
Self-perception
Chapter 3 (p. 62-90);  Pelham et al.

2/7
Self-presentation
Chapter 3 (p. 90-105);  Martin & Leary

2/9
Attribution
Chapter 4 (p. 110-128);  Lee et al.

2/14
Nonverbal behavior
Chapter 4 (p. 128-139);  Vrij et al.

2/16
Social cognition
Chapter 5 (p. 144-164);  Medvec et al. 

2/21
Self-fulfilling prophecy
Chapter 5 (p. 164-176);  Salganik & Watts 

2/23
Attitude formation 
Chapter 6 (p. 180-195);  MacDonald et al.

 Thursday, February 24th, 5 pm – Lab Report Due (hard copy, my box)
2/28
Attitude change
Chapter 6 (p. 195-211);  Stone et al.

3/2
Persuasion
Chapter 7;  Karremans et al.

3/7
Review/Catch-Up
 

3/9
Midterm Exam

SPRING BREAK

3/21
Social Influence
Chapter 8 (248-256);  Prentice & Miller

3/23
Conformity & compliance
Chapter 8 (p. 256-270);  Burger et al.  

3/28
Obedience
Chapter 8 (p. 270-284);  Burger

3/30
Group influence
Chapter 9 (p. 288-306);  Antonio et al.

4/4
Conflict
Chapter 9 (p. 307-325);  Adam et al.

4/6
Stereotypes & prejudice 
Chapter 10 (p. 330-347);  Fein & Spencer

4/11
Stereotypes & prejudice
Chapter 10 (p. 347-372);  Uhlmann & Cohen, 2005

4/13 
Aggression
Chapter 11 (p. 376-394);  Sheese & Graziano, 2005

Friday, April 15th, 5 pm, Research Proposal Due

4/18
Aggression
Chapter 11 (p. 395-408);  Cohen & Nisbett

4/20
Interpersonal Attraction
Chapter 12 (p. 412-427);  Kenrick et al. 

4/25
Close Relationships
Chapter 12 (p. 428-456);  Levy & Kelly

4/27

Altruism 
Chapter 13 (p. 460-480);  Latane & Darley

5/2
Altruism
Chapter 13 (p. 481-498);  Batson et al. 

5/4
Review/Catch-Up 

Articles
Adam, H., Shirako, A., & Maddux, W.M.  (2010).  Cultural variance in the interpersonal effects of anger in negotiations. Psychological Science, 21, 882-889.

Antonio, A. L., M. J. Chang, et al. (2004).  Effects of racial diversity on complex thinking in college students.  Psychological Science, 15, 507-510.
Batson, C.D., Duncan, B.D., Ackerman, P., Buckley, T, & Birch, K.  (1981). Is empathic emotion a source of altruistic motivation?  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 40, 290-302.  

Burger, J. M. (2009). Replicating Milgram: Would people still obey today? American Psychologist, 64, 1-11.
Burger, J.M., Messian, N., & Patel, S.  (2004).  What a coincidence! The effects of incidental similarity on compliance.   Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 30, 35-43.   

Cohen, D., & Nisbett, R.E.  (1997).  Field experiments examining the culture of honor:  The role of institutions in perpetuating norms about violence. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 23, 1188-1199.

Fein, S., & Spencer, S. J. (1997). Prejudice as self-image maintenance: Affirming the self through derogating others. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 73, 31-44.
Jordan, C.H., & Zanna, M.P.  (2005).  How to read a journal article in social psychology.  In J.T. Cacioppo & G.G. Berntson (Eds.), Social Neuroscience:  Key Readings (pp. 271-279).  Psychology Press:  New York.

Karremans, J. C., Stroebe, W., & Claus, J. (2006). Beyond Vicary's fantasies: The impact of subliminal priming and brand choice. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 42, 792-798.

Kenrick, D.J., Neuberg, S.L., Zierk, K.L., & Krones, J.M.  (1994).  Evolution and social cognition: Contrast effects as a function of sex, dominance, and physical attractiveness.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 20, 210-217.
Latane, E, B. & Darley, J. M. (1968). Group inhibition of bystander intervention in emergencies. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 10, 215-221.

Lee, F., Peterson, C., & Tiedens, Z.  (2004). Mea culpa: Predicting stock prices from organizational attributions.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 30, 1636-1649.

Levy, K.N., & Kelly, K.M.  (2010).  Sex differences in jealousy:  A contribution from attachment theory.  Psychological Science, 21, 168-173.    
MacDonald, T.K., Zanna, M.P., & Fong, G.T.  (1996). Why common sense goes out the window: Effects of alcohol on intentions to use condoms. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 22, 763-775.   

Martin, K.A. & Leary, M.R.  (1999).  Would you drink after a stranger? The influence of self-presentational motives on willingness to take a health risk.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 25, No. 9, 1092-1100.

Medvec, V.H., Madey, S.F., & Gilovich, T.  (1995).  When less is more:  Counterfactual thinking and satisfaction among Olympic medalists.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 603-610. 

Pelham, B.W., Mirenberg, M.C., & Jones, J.T.  (2002).  Why Susie sells seashells by the seashore:  Implicit egotism and major life decisions.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 82, 469-487.

Prentice, D. A. & Miller, D. T. (1993). Pluralistic ignorance and alcohol use on campus: Some consequences of misperceiving the social norm. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 64, 243-256. 

Salganik, M.J., & Watts, D.J.  (2008). Leading the herd astray: An experimental study of self-fulfilling prophecies in an artificial cultural market.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 71, 338-355.
Sheese, B. E., & Graziano, W. G. (2005). Deciding to defect: The effects of video game violence on cooperative and competitive behavior. Psychological Science, 16, 391-396

Stone, J., Aronson, E., Crain, A.L., Winslow, M.P., & Fried, C.B.  (1994).  Inducing hypocrisy as a means of encouraging young adults to use condoms.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 20, 116-128.

Uhlmann, E.L., & Cohen, G.L. (2005). Constructed criteria: Redefining merit to justify discrimination. Psychological Science, 16, 474-480.
Vrij, A., Edward, K., & Bull, R. (2001).  Stereotypical verbal and nonverbal responses while deceiving others.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 27, 899-909.
